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Ladette binge-drinking violence soars
by 300% in just seven years

By Simon Walters
Lastupdated at 12:05 AMon 01st March 2009

Violent attacks by binge-drinking teenage girls have risen by nearly 300 per centin seven years in a
frightening wave of ‘ladette’ violence.

And while more and more teenage girls are going on the rampage, criminal behaviour by teenage boys is
on the decrease.

The extraordinary turnaround in teenage lawlessness emerges in figures that have been obtained by the
highly respected Youth Justice Board.

It claims that new research suggests the number of violent offences against the person carried out by girls
aged between ten and 17 has increased from 6,000 in 2001 to almost 23,000 last year.

Alcohol is one of the main factors: approximately one in three girls aged 15 to 16 admits that she binge-
drinks.

Binge drinking: There has been arise in teenage girls going on the rampage while criminal behaviour by
teenage boys is reducing

The total number of offences by girls aged ten to 17 resulting in court action in 2007/08 was 58,500, a ten
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per centrise in two years.

Nearly four in ten crimes committed by girls involved violent assault. Nearly one in three involved handling
stolen goods.

The girls with the worstrecord in the group are aged 15 and 16.

However, while the total number of offences by teenage boys is still much higher — 120,000 — the number
has fallen by six per centin the same period.

If the trends were to continue, the number of crimes byteenage girls could catch up with their male
counterparts in four to five years.

These findings are from research conducted by the Youth Justice Board based on cases in 2007/08 which
led to courts imposing a community or custodial sentence or a supervision order.

Italso included a MORI survey which asked young people how much theydrink and whether they have
broken the law.

In December, Home Secretary Jacqui Smith announced a new alcohol offensive that would bar pubs and
supermarkets from mounting ‘irresponsible’ promotions, with anyone in breach of the rules hit with up to
sixmonths in jail and a £20,000 fine.

However, a series of measures initiallyintended to be included in the offensive were shelved at the last
minute amid fears that during a recession, responsible drinkers would object to plans to end cut-price,
loss-leading deals such as happy hours.

Plans to put health warnings on alcohol labels, to raise the minimum age at which children can drink at
home and proposed rules for supermarkets to have specific checkouts for alcohol sales were also
shelved.

Ms Smith’s office said the Government was aiming for a ‘targeted approach’ rather than a ‘blanket ban’.

The word ‘ladette’, defined as a young woman who behaves in a boisterously assertive or crude manner
and engages in heavydrinking sessions, entered the dictionaryin 2001 after first emerging as a modern
phenomenon in the mid-Nineties.

Itwas publicised and encouraged by the brash, tomboyish public behaviour of celebrities such as Radio 1
DJs Sara Coxand Zoe Ball, and has subsequently been given a boost by social networking sites like
Facebook.

Hundreds of thousands of women have signed up to online forums where they boast about their antics
and proudly post pictures showing them in various states of inebriation and undress, including kneeling
over lavatories, being sick, exposing themselves or answering a call of nature in public.
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All thanks to Labour.
- Dino Fancellu, Epsom, Surrey, 01/3/2009 09:12
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Report abuse

New Labour will insist that their relaxation of the laws on alchohol has not caused this but the country
knows different and hopefully will vote the evil scum out of office at the next General Election.

Justimagine what the health costs are going to be in years to come with all the diseases which will
manifestthemselves. Of course there will be fewer adults paying national insurance to cover the costs.
Privatisation of the NHS will be the only alternative or perhaps forcing these drunken slobs to pay for their
own healthcare.

- DG, Haywards Heath, 01/3/2009 09:09
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Teenage girls behaving like 'ladettes’, don't you mean 'sluts ?'
- Katie, Stoke, 01/3/2009 09:06

Clicktorate Rating 172
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Unintelligent people doing unintelligent things. What's new?
- Tez, Leominster, Herefordshire, 01/3/2009 08:54

Clicktorate Rating 50

Report abuse

Itis time to place strictlimits on the hours pubs and clubs can open. If people cannot control their alcohol
consumption, then control must be enforced upon them. Pity about the few people left who just enjoy an
occasional social drink with friends though.

- Renee, Melbourne, Australia, 01/3/2009 08:48

Click to rate __Rating 30
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When will people in general, not just hese pathetic ladettes (and lads its got to be said) begin to
appreciate 'having a good time' doesn't have to involve alcohol ? Alcohol brings so much unhappiness
and problems. Increasingly people are using alcohol to have a 'bad time'. Perverse or what! | wish as a
society we had a more mature attitude to alcohol.

- Steve H, Hapton, England, 01/3/2009 08:45
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The views expressed in the contents above are those of our users and do not necessarily reflect the views
of MailOnline.
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'Gold-plated pensions are over', millions of public sector workers warned

5million people have NEVER had a job under Labour

Boy, 5, is shot dead with air rifle

Obama leads tributes to Edward Kennedy

CCTV hunt for hooligans who went on rampage at West Ham v Millwall match

Man collapses with ruptured appendix... three weeks after NHS doctors 'took it out'
Postmistress to sue NatWest after advert 'implies she closes earlyto do her banking'
Microsoft forced to apologise after changing advert to replace black man in Polish version
Woman who lost eight and a half stone to qualify for IVF falls pregnant naturally

Lockerbie bomber 'may live for many more months'

Channel 4 exploitation row after cameraman is airlifted from wilderness dying of starvation
Road and rail chaos predicted for bank holiday... and the weather's not great either

Man bursts into flames after being Tasered

Comedienne sued after mother-in-law fails to see the funny side as subject of on-stage jokes
Burga-clad man armed with gun and axe steals £150,000 designer watches

Property tycoons demand new £3,000 bathroom suite from tenants ... after they broke a toilet lid
Climate change activists try to outwit police with secret text message plot to arrange protest
GP's 'affair with 17-year-old acne patient

Nivea anti-ageing cream advert banned for misleading claims

Look closely... Is this Nessie on Google Earth?

Man left with stiletto mark on his head after unprovoked attack by girl gang

Revealed: The Soviet road map that shows how the USSR planned to invade Manchester
London to Edinburgh in TWO HOURS under plans for new high speed rail line to Scotland
Breast cancer 'wonder drug' INCREASES risk of rare tumour by 440%

Accountancy boss fiddled half a million to pay for his new wife's £15,000-a-month tastes
Lord Haw Haw's microphone up for sale

Council says sorry for calling schoolchildren 'Pakis’

250,000 young drivers under 21 drive illegally without motor insurance due to 'high costs'
Truancy soars as credit crunch parents take children on term-time holidays

MORE HEADLINES

e 'Ourbundle of joy: Mother's griefas son, 5, is shot dead with air rifle at country home of family
friend
e The return of football's shame: CCTV hunt for hooligans who went on rampage at West Ham v
Millwall match
The 'Shameless' generation of benefit addicts: Amost five million adults live in workless homes
Man collapses with ruptured appendix... three weeks after NHS doctors 'took it out'
That's not me! Village postmistress to sue NatWest after advert 'implies she closes earlyto do her
banking'
Man bursts into flames after being Tasered by police
Property tycoons worth £70m demand brand new £3,000 bathroom suite from tenants ... after they
broke a toilet lid
Watch out X Factor! Girl, 2, dubbed next Kylie Minogue after shock win in singing contest
Flown home cattle class from the frontline: How our troops get home from Afghanistan
Channel 4 exploitation row after film-maker is airlifted from wilderness dying of starvation
Caster Semenya arrives home in South Africa to a heroine's welcome amid claims she has three
times the normal level of testosterone
e Poodle doodles: Dogs are transformed into pandas, horses and even snails in a barking mad
grooming craze
'The greatest U.S senator of our time": Obama leads tributes to Senator Ted Kennedy
British woman dies in front of relatives on board flight to Spain
Trip of a lifetime turns into holiday from hell as British couple are 'poisoned, stabbed, stoned... and
then robbed'
e KPMG accountancy chieffiddled half a million to pay for his new wife's £15,000-a-month luxury
tastes
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e The babies born in hospital corridors: Bed shortage forces 4,000 mothers to give birth in lifts,
offices and toilets
Labour think-tank considers stopping university loans for middle-class students
William Cash's 'cracker' goes off without him
James May's model railway record bid derailed by vandal attack
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